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gorazd meško

On tHE PAtH
everyone says love hurts, but that is not true. 
Loneliness hurts. rejection hurts. 
Losing someone hurts. envy hurts. 
everyone gets these things confused with love, 
but in reality, love is the only thing in this world
that covers up all pain and makes
someone feel wonderful again.
Love is the only thing in this world that does not hurt.
Meša Selimović, Bosnian writer

The leading theme of this year’s esC 
conference is crimes against humans 
and humanity. I will not write about 
these crimes in detail but will try to 
depict my experience with bosnian 
colleagues over the past two decades of 
conducting joint research and teaching 
criminology at their faculty.

In 2001, I attended the international 
conference days of Criminal Justice 
organised by the Faculty of Criminal 
Justice, Criminology and security 
studies (FCJCsC) in sarajevo, b&h. 
The most distinguished professors of 
criminology, criminal justice and crimi-

nal law from the region came and spoke at the conference, and some of them 
have remained regular participants, turning these meetings into a generator of 
post-war cooperation between bosnian, Croatian and serbian scholars in the 
18 years that followed.

I have spent a lot of time with my colleagues from the FCJCsC in sara-
jevo since then. It was a challenge to learn their language and get acquainted 
with their academic and broader social environments. In 2001, Professor 
Ibrahim bakić, dean, Vito Šafranj, director, and I discussed my future coop-
eration with the faculty and their ambitions and plans regarding the future 
development of their institution: they put all their hopes on their young and 
promising students and helping them fully develop. They were successful, 
and some of those students notably Elmedin Muratbegović, Muhamed 
budimlić and almir Maljević are now professors and leading criminologists 
in the country. 

Then I got a visiting professor grant in sarajevo. The idea was to both 
learn about social disorganisation, social control and crimes in a post-conflict 
country and develop comparative criminological research. I recall a discus-
sion on psychiatric problems in the post-war period by slobodan Loga, a 
psychiatrist lecturing about the posttraumatic stress syndrome experienced 
by war survivors. after spending several months in bosnia and herzegovina, 
I had the impression that the consequences of war victimisation were seen 
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everywheresome were visible (demolished buildings, 
physically disabled people) and some were felt (peo-
ple suffering for the loss of their family members and 
friends; psychological trauma, usually accompanied by 
sadness and disappointment). and the proverb that 
‘victims victimise’ seemed the reality. 

Further, the meetings and debates with Professor 
alija ramljak, who wrote the first victimology textbook 
in bosnia, were intellectually very rich. In addition to 
‘regular’ victimological topics, his book is also an account 
of crimes and victims of crimes against humanity, of 
genocide.  a few years later, Professor ramljak co-au-
thored the updated and revised textbook with his serbian 
colleague.

Working with Professor ramo Masleša, following the 
model of the slovenian legislation on private security, 
we drafted the act on Private security that was soon 
adopted by the bosnian Parliament. 

 In addition to learning about their research and 
academic efforts, I spent a lot of time talking with lo-
cal people who shared their views and stories about all 
kinds of deviance and crime, from being disorderly to 
pickpocketing, possession of contraband, and all sorts of 
interpersonal violence, not to mention the hate for other 
nationalities that had been victimising them.

My language skills were weak at first, but I was learning 
more and more every day. My colleagues even got me a 
very special present: three grammar books – for bosnian, 
Croatian, and serbian (in the Cyrillic alphabet), respec-
tively. I studied them carefully and practised the lan-
guage; I bought and read books by Ivo andrić and Meša 
selimović, both famous writers. I also had great language 
teachers: the receptionists at the faculty, the people who 
were already retired but worked there to support their 
grandchildren to get a proper education. I spent many 
evenings chatting with them for hours. They taught me 
a lot, mainly about the complex nature of people who 
can be friendly and loving, but when challenged they can 
turn into something else in no time … stories about the 
duality of human nature. 

I also actively cooperated with borislav Petrović, the 
first PhD graduate of the FCJCsC, who later taught 
criminal law and criminology and became dean of the 
Faculty of Law at the University of sarajevo. We later 
co-authored a textbook on criminology and coedited a 
book on crime against the environment in the bosnian 
language. 

Colleagues from the FCJCsC also tried hard to catch 
up with other universities and similar schools in europe. 
They developed a new master’s programme, following 
the Ghent Criminology Programme, and invited the 
most prominent european scholars to teach courses in 
their programme. 

Later, the university accredited a new doctoral pro-
gramme on criminal justice, criminology and security 
studies. I had an opportunity to teach criminology and 
research methods in this programme and supervised a 
doctoral student, Elmedin Muratbegović, who complet-
ed his studies with merits. We also conducted their first 
comparative empirical fear of crime study, comparing 
sarajevo and Ljubljana, slovenia, and published a joint 
paper in the Journal of Criminal Justice in 2007. The 
results implied that fear of crime factors differed signifi-
cantly between the two cities. In sarajevo, the respond-
ents attributed the causes of fear of crime to ethnic 
variables, poverty, social differentiation and distrust for 
formal social control institutions.

 Maljević, Datzer, Muratbegović and budimlić (2006) 
published a book on police and corruption, featuring an 
impressive collection of papers showing challenges for 
the development of policing, especially with regard to 
the improvement of police integrity and governance in 
general. More recent research publications on trafficking 
in human beings in b&h (2014), violence against children 
in the digital environment (Muratbegović & Vujović, 
2016), IsrD3 (Maljević, 2016), and migration and traf-
ficking in people in the West balkans (Muratbegović, 
2018) prove that the ambition shared by the former dean 
Ibrahim bakić and director Vito Šafranj from 2001 has 
come true.

FROM THE NEXT ISSUE
 Discussion: crime in Post-conflict societies
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I have been visiting bosnia and herzegovina regularly 
since 1999. If I compare my first experiences with what 
I see now, I can say that the FCJCsC has developed 
into a fully-fledged academic and research institution. 
Their involvement in national and international projects 
is impressive. Compared to a small number of young and 
promising scholars at the beginning of the 2000s, a new 
generation of researchers is now developing criminology 
in their country. Generally speaking, sarajevo has also 
changed a lot, for the better.  

It is also important to mention that in addition to 
research and teaching our colleagues have had some im-
pact on policymaking, especially Elmedin Muratbegović. 
he conducted research on the protection of children in 
b&h and introduced the Code of ethics in research with 

and on children in b&h. social scientists in the country 
formally adopted this code. Last but not least, the dean 
of the FCJCsC, Professor Nedžad Korajlić, is also well 
known for his public awareness raising in the field of 
crime prevention.

I wish the organisers of the 2018 esC all a lot of suc-
cess. as to the participants of the 2018 esC conference, 
I hope they gain great experience from this multicultural 
social environment.

gorazd meško is Professor of Criminology and head of 
the Institute of Criminal Justice and security, University 
of Maribor, Ljubjana, slovenia, and the President of the 
esC

Almir maljević, elmedin muratbegović, and muhamed Budimlić

CRIMInOLOGY In BOSnIA AnD HERZEGOVInA: 
tHE PASt, tHE PRESEnt AnD tHE FutuRE
FCCss — ThE hosTING INsTITuTIoN oF ThE saraJEVo ���� 
esC ConFerenCe
The PAsT
although it is nowadays perceived as a non-legal sci-
ence, like elsewhere in europe, criminology in bosnia 
and herzegovina was initially taught only at the Faculty 
of Law of the sarajevo university. The first criminol-
ogy institute was established at the very same faculty 
in 1955. In its work, the institute focused on empirical 
research, not only in the field of criminology, but also 
other fields of criminal justice related sciences such as 
criminal law (material and process), criminalistics, and 
penology, among others, and the establishment of its 
own library. empirical research at the time included 
projects on issues such as homicides in bosnia and her-
zegovina, racial discrimination and models of fighting 
for its eradication, and juvenile crime in industrial areas 
of bosnia and herzegovina. Understandably, the very 
first university textbook on criminology was authored 
(1972) by rajka Mlađenović-Kupčević (1927 — 2012), 
professor at the Faculty of Law, University of sarajevo. 
In 1973, the Faculty of Law, University of sarajevo 
opened its department in banja Luka, where profes-

sor Mlađenović-Kupčević taught criminology as well. 
In 1975, the University of banja Luka opened its own 
Faculty of Law, and included criminology as an integral 
part of the curriculum. Therefore, it can be concluded 
that the initial, first phase of the development of crimi-
nology in bosnia and herzegovina is heavily marked by 
the Faculty of Law, University of sarajevo and Profes-
sor Mlađenović-Kupčević. 

The second phase starts in 1993, during the war, with 
the establishment of the Faculty of Criminal Justice 
sciences (Fakultet kriminalističkih nauka — FKN), 
University of sarajevo. Fkn’s curriculum, comprised of 
the courses that were taught at the John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice (ny). In addition to legal courses 
(such as Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, International 
Criminal Law), taught by rajka Mlađenović-Kupčević, 
courses taught at the time included Penology, sociology 
of Violence, Forensic Psychology, Criminalistics, etc. It 
is the students of the first generation of this faculty that 
will, through their teaching and research, significantly 
contribute to the role and position of criminology in 

 pROFIlE OF THE cONFERENcE ORgaNISERS
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bosnia and herzegovina today. as the result of their 
work, as well as of the work of other colleagues at the 
Fkn, criminology has spread to other faculties at the 
University of sarajevo (Faculty of Political sciences), 
University of Tuzla (education-rehabilitation Faculty), 
University of zenica (Faculty of Law), and beyond. 

The PreseNT
In 2008, the by then very diversified curriculum of the 
Fkn prompted an internal reorganization, which led 
to the creation of three departments: Criminalistics, 
Criminology and security studies. This change in 
organisation, which may have seemed purely adminis-
trative at the time, provided an impetus for the further 
strengthening of criminology as a separate science and 
marked the third phase in the development of criminol-
ogy in bosnia and herzegovina. as a consequence, 
undergraduate, master and Phd programmes in Crimi-
nology have been developed. nowadays, students can 
get their ba, their Ma and their Phd degrees in Crimi-
nology if they study at the Faculty of Criminalistics, 
Criminology and security studies (FCCss), University 
of sarajevo, in bosnia and herzegovina. This makes the 
hosting institution of the 2018 esC Conference unique 
in the balkan region. 

This third phase is marked by intensified international 
presence (attendance at the esC and other confer-
ences), networking with colleagues from europe and the 
Usa, and participation in numerous international and 
comparative research projects (Fear of Crime, Isrd, 
eurogang, etc.) and initiatives (Max-Planck Partner 
Group for balkan Criminology). at the same time, do-
mestically, the FCCss kept working on the relationship 
with various national institutions, ministries and govern-
ments, gaining a very influential and positive role in 
bosnia and herzegovina. Through all this international 
and domestic work, the FCCss kept growing, within 
very short period of time, into an institution capable of 
organising the most important and the biggest crimino-
logical event in europe: the esC annual Conference. 

This year’s annual Conference of the european 
society of Criminology, the 18th in a row, will take place 
from 29 august to 1 september 2018 in sarajevo, bosnia 
and herzegovina, under the title Crimes against Humans 
and Crimes against Humanity: Challenges for Modern 
Criminology. a total of 1200 individual submissions 
(abstracts) were received, out of which a total of 300+ 
sessions have been organised. It is expected that the 
conference will be attended by more than 1300 partici-
pants. (For more on programme and social activities see 

www.eurocrim2018.com.) This conference will mark the 
celebration of the 25th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Faculty, end “the present” and open doors for the 
future.

The FuTure
so, what can be expected in the future? What will the 
future bosnia and herzegovina bring to criminology? 
and what will criminology bring to the future bosnia 
and herzegovina? It is commonplace to observe that 
post-war bosnia and herzegovina is facing various chal-
lenges: cybercrime, ecological crime, migration flows, 
crimes against children, trafficking in human beings, 
terrorism, organised crime and corruption are only the 
first once that come to mind. If these are to be ad-
dressed properly, they will have to be well researched 
and understood. so far, bosnia and herzegovina’s 
investment into research amounts to … nothing. not a 
single Euro. research has either been financed through 
international organisations (governmental or non-gov-
ernmental) or implemented by enthusiastic young re-
searchers running projects in their free time. It is hoped 
that the sheer number of criminologists present at this 
esC Conference, and topics they cover and address in 
their respective countries, will lead governments in bos-
nia and herzegovina to recognise a direct link between 
criminological research, as a process of fact finding on 
one side, and as effective criminal justice and other 
security policies on the other. This, it is hoped, would 
lead to a dedication of budgetary funds for criminologi-
cal research, which would provide a fertile ground for 
further development of criminology in the country and, 
later on, contribute to introduction of evidence based 
policies. 

Impossible? not really. In the words of Muhammad 
ali: “Impossible is just a big word thrown around by men 
who find it easier to live in the world they’ve been given, 
than to explore the power they have to change it. Im-
possible is not a fact. It’s an opinion. Impossible is not a 
declaration. It’s a dare. Impossible is potential. Impossi-
ble is temporary. Impossible is nothing.” so, dear friends 
and colleagues, welcome to sarajevo, welcome to bosnia 
and herzegovina, and thank you for helping us dare, 
explore potentials and change for better. 

Almir maljević, elmedin muratbegović, muhamed 
Budimlić are Professors and researchers at the Faculty of 
Criminalistics, Criminology and security studies, Univer-
sity of sarajevo, bosnia and herzegovina

http://www.eurocrim2018.com
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marcelo F. Aebi and grace Kronicz 

ESC ExECutIVE SECREtARIAt  
AnnuAL REPORt ����
iN BrieF
In 2017, the european society of Criminology (esC) had 
1173 members, of which 23% were students. The 17th an-
nual Meeting of the society took place in Cardiff, Wales, 
United kingdom, from 13 to 16 september 2017 and at-
tracted 1110 participants, of which 77% were esC mem-
bers. during the conference, Manuel eisner received the 
2017 european Criminology award and sonja schulz the 
2017 esC young Criminologist award. Three fellowships 
to attend the conference were awarded to young crimi-
nologists from eastern europe. The General assembly 
elected Tom Vander beken as President-elect, eva Inzelt 
as Member at Large and Uberto Gatti as auditor. The 
General assembly also introduced some modifications 
to sections 5 and 6 of the Constitution, which deal with 
esC Working Groups and the organisation of the esC 
annual Meeting, in order to adapt them to the current 
practices of the esC. The day following the General 
assembly, Gorazd Mesko took office as President of the 
esC, replacing rossella selmini until the end of the next 
conference, which will take place in sarajevo, bosnia and 
herzegovina, from 29 august to 1 september 2018.

cONFereNce PArTiciPATiON  
AND esc memBershiP
The 17th annual Meeting of the esC took place in 
Cardiff, Wales, United kingdom, from 13 to 16 septem-
ber 2017. Figure 1 shows the evolution of the number of 
participants at esC conferences from 2004 to 2017, as 
well as the number of esC members during the same 
period. If we concentrate on the first indicator, it can be 
seen that Cardiff, with 1110 registered participants (1114 
including the participants that received a fellowship), has 
been the second most successful conference of the esC, 
after Porto in 2015. among the participants in Cardiff, 
there were 293 students (26% of the total) as well as 252 
participants (23% of the total) that were not members 
of the esC. These two percentages overlap because, 
among the non-members, 89 were students.

Figure 1 also shows that the number of participants 
in Cardiff remained over 1000, as has been the case in 
the latest five conferences of the EsC, since budapest 
in 2013.These figures were taken into consideration by 
the executive board of the esC when selecting the cit-

ies that will host future esC conferences. It had already 
been decided that the 2018 and the 2019 conferences 
would take place in sarajevo (bosnia and herzegovina) 
and Gent (belgium), respectively, and the board, after 
analysing several proposals, decided to organise the fol-
lowing meetings in bucharest (romania) in 2020, Flor-
ence (Italy) in 2021), and Málaga (spain) in 2022.

In terms of affiliation, in 2017 the EsC had 1173 
members. since 2013, the trends in the membership of 
the esC and in the participation in the conferences have 
been quite similar. however, roughly one-fourth (23%) 
of the participants in the 2017 Cardiff conference were 
not members of the esC. This means, in 2017, there 
were 1425 criminologists linked to the esC in one way 
or another (1173 members plus 252 non-members that at-
tended the conference).

among the 2017 esC members, there were 271 stu-
dents, which represent 23% of the total. Figure 2 presents 
the evolution of that percentage from 2014 to 2017. It can 
be seen that, every year, between one-fifth and one-
fourth of esC members are students. as we pointed out 
in our previous annual report, this trend suggests that 
it is plausible to hypothesise that a part of the growth in 
membership of the esC since its creation is explained by 
the transformation of former student members into full 
members. at the same time, the stability of the percent-
age of students is a powerful indicator of the constant 
renewal of european criminology.

In 2017, esC Members came from 58 countries (61 
if figures for the united Kingdom are broken down by 
nations) covering five continents. The united Kingdom 
remained the most well-represented country with 293 
members, followed by Germany (110 members), the 
United states of america (83), the netherlands (79), 
spain (73), belgium (71), switzerland (55), Italy (52), Po-
land (34), sweden (33), Ireland (27), australia (23), Israel 
and norway (18), Portugal (17), Canada and hungary 
(13), Finland (13), denmark and slovenia (11), austria and 
France (10), the Czech republic, Greece, and Lithuania 
(8), bosnia and herzegovina, Croatia and Japan (7), 
brazil (6), Turkey (5), Iceland and serbia (4), bulgaria 
romania and slovakia (3), the Fyro Macedonia, korea, 
Latvia, Luxembourg, Malta and Peru (2), and albania, 
argentina, Chile, China, Colombia, Cyprus, estonia, 

REpORT OF THE EXEcUTIVE SEcRETaRY
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 Figure 1. Participants in the esc Annual meetings and members of the esc from 2004 to 2017

 Figure 2. members of the european society of criminology from 2004 to 2017, by status, in percentages
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Georgia, Iran, kenya, Pakistan, Philippines, singapore, 
south africa, United arab emirates and Uruguay with 
one member each.

Figure 3 presents the average annual number of esC 
members from 2010 to 2017 by country. The Figure 
includes only the 30 countries most represented dur-
ing these years. It can be seen that the United kingdom 
provided the largest number of members (over 200 per 
year), followed by a group of countries that provided 
approximately between 70 and 90 members each per 
year (Germany, belgium, the United states of america, 
and the netherlands). a third group, providing roughly 
50 members each per year is composed of switzerland, 
spain and Italy. a fourth group, comprised of countries 
which provide between 15 and 25 members per year, 
includes Portugal, sweden, norway, hungary, australia, 
Poland, austria, Greece, Ireland, and Canada. This 
group is followed by Finland, slovenia, France, den-
mark, Israel and Japan, which provide between 9 and 

14 members each. The rest of the countries included 
in the Figure each provide between 5 and 10 members 
per year. The aim of the Figure below is not to establish 
direct comparisons between countries, because that 
would require weighting the number of members by the 
population of the country, or by a relevant indicator of 
the developments of criminology in the country, such as 
the number of programs in criminology or the number of 
publications in criminology journals.

AwArDs AND FeLLOwshiPs grANTeD  
By The esc iN ����
European criminology award
Manuel eisner, Professor at the University of Cambridge, 
United kingdom, received the 2017 esC european 
Criminology award in recognition of his lifetime contri-
bution to criminology. The award committee—composed 
of former esC presidents Michael Tonry (Chair, Univer-

 Figure 3. Average annual number of esc members by country from 2010 to 2017 (top 30 countries)
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sity of Minnesota, United states of america), Gerben 
bruinsma (netherlands Institute for the study of Crime 
and Law enforcement, nsCr, The netherlands), and 
Frieder Dünkel (university of Greifswald, Germany)—
was impressed by his significant contribution to European 
criminology. In particular, the award committee noted 
that Manuel eisner 

is a scholar of world renown in three substantially differ-
ent subjects: the history of violence, comparative studies of 
violence, and longitudinal studies of early childhood inter-
ventions with high-risk children. His work on the history of 
violence since the fourteenth century is path-breaking. His 
History of Homicide Database, first developed two decades 
ago, and regularly updated since, is replied upon extensively 
by every major historian of crime and violence. The Vio-
lence Research Centre at the Institute of Criminology at the 
University of Cambridge, which he founded and heads, is 
the driving force along with the World Health Organization 
in an initiative to reduce violence globally by 50 percent in 
30 years. He founded and heads the project ‘z-proso—The 
life-course development of violence and crime’ at the Jacobs 
Centre of the University of Zurich. Particularly important 
are embedded prevention and victimisation studies and the 
project’s use of mixed methods (from surveys to experi-
mental studies and systematic reviews) to study effects on 
young people’s problematic behaviour.

The awards Ceremony took place during the esC con-
ference in Cardiff, and the laudatio of the awardee was 
delivered by Michael Tonry (University of Minnesota, and 
former President of the esC). The acceptance speech by 
Manuel eisner, entitled From the past to the future of vio-
lence was published in issue 2017/3 of the newsletter of 
the esC, Criminology in Europe.

ESc Young criminologist award
sonja schulz (Leibniz Institute for the social sciences, 
Germany) received the 2017 esC young Criminologist 
award in recognition of her article “’don’t blow your 
Cool’: Provocation, Violent Coping, and the Condition-
ing effects of self-Control”, published in 2016 in the 
Journal of Quantitative Criminology.

The award committee, composed of May-Len skilbrei 
(Chair, University of oslo, norway), Janne kivivuori 
(University of helsinki, Finland), and dario Melossi (Uni-
versity of bologna, Italy) found that 

the merits of the article are considerable. First of all, it situates 
the study of self-control theory in the response-to-provocation 
framework. This makes the analysis more realistic in the 
sense that it moves the phenomena of criminal motivation/
incident closer to the foreground. Rather than repeating the 
well-established abstract association (and causation) between 
low self-control and offending, the article zooms in the micro-
sociological context where the decision to offend (or not to 

offend) is made. This provides the analysis with a “sense of 
realism” which is not always seen in quantitative and survey-
based analysis. The use of the response-to-provocation 
framework also allows Schulz to combine self-control and 
strain theories, thus promoting theoretical integration in social 
science criminology. Overall, the analysis is of high quality 
and also includes a survey experiment component to tease 
out how the nature of provocation interacts with sensitivity to 
provocations, self-control and risk affinity. The article is based 
on a German youth survey Schulz took part in designing and 
executing. The article is well-written and the theories and 
findings are presented in a way that makes them accessible to 
a broad criminological audience.

The awards Ceremony took place during the esC 
conference in Cardiff, and the laudatio of the awardee 
was delivered by Clemens kroneberg (Institute of so-
ciology and social Psychology, University of Cologne, 
Germany). an extended version of the acceptance 
speech by sonja schulz, entitled A modern approach to 
the study of self-control and crime, was published in issue 
2017/3 of the newsletter of the esC, Criminology in 
Europe.

Fellowships to attend the 17th annual Meeting  
of the ESc
In 2017, the esC granted three fellowships to attend 
the esC conference in Cardiff. The fellowships were 
granted to arbora aliaj (albania), alma bela (albania) 
and nikola Vujicic (serbia). andrej bozhinovski (Fyro 
Macedonia) had also been granted a fellowship, but un-
fortunately, he did not receive his visa on time to attend 
the conference.

The panel that awarded the fellowships was composed 
of helmut kury (Max Planck Institute for Foreign and 
International Criminal Law, Freiburg, Germany, Chair), 
eva Inzelt (eLTe Faculty of Law, budapest, hungary) 
and sabine Carl (Max Planck Institute for Foreign and 
International Criminal Law, Freiburg, Germany).

eurOPeAN crimiNOLOgy OrAL hisTOry 
PrOJecT (ecOh)
The second wave of interviews for the european Crimi-
nology oral history Project (eCoh) were conducted 
during the esC conference in Cardiff in 2017. as 
mentioned in our previous annual report, the aim of 
the project is to create an organised archive of video 
recorded interviews with criminologists involved in the 
development of criminology in europe. The interview-
ers are also criminologists with a deep knowledge of the 
work of the person interviewed. This project is being 
developed in a coordinated way with the american 
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society of Criminology (asC) oral history Project. 
It is placed under the responsibility of the former esC 
president rossella selmini, and the interviews are avail-
able on the esC Website: http://esc-eurocrim.org/
index.php/activities/ecoh. 

uPcOmiNg PrOJecTs
during the General assembly of the esC that took 
place in Cardiff, the members of the society discussed 
the possibility of introducing new awards. several possi-
bilities were mentioned and it was decided to consult with 
the members about them through an electronic survey 

that will be organised in 2018 by the executive secre-
tariat of the esC. The General assembly also approved 
the project of organising an esC summer school. This 
project will be developed in the near future by the mem-
bers of the executive board of the esC.

marcelo F. Aebi is Professor of Criminology at the 
school of Criminal sciences, University of Lausanne, 
switzerland
grace Kronicz is the secretary of the General secre-
tariat of the european society of Criminology

José Becerra muñoz

CRIMInAL LAW-MAKInG StuDIES 
The brIdGe beTWeen eVIdenCe and PoLICy

WORkINg gROUp REpORTS

on its fifth birthday, the Criminal Law-Making Policy 
WG is more active than ever.

Just as things are meant to be in conferences, a very 
interesting connection took place in Cardiff last year 
resulting in a special Issue in the brazilian Journal of 
Criminal sciences (revista brasileira de Ciências Crimi-
nais, https://www.ibccrim.org.br/rbccrim). The issue will 
come out after the summer with contributions in english, 
spanish and Portuguese thanks to the work of several 
Group members as authors or reviewers.

This special Issue will cover many of our hottest top-
ics of interest: antiterrorism law making, antifemicide 
law-making, supranational organisations’ pressure on 
national authorities to reform criminal law, and the po-
litical manipulation of public conceptions about crime 
and its consequences in law reform, as examples.

similarly, at the asC Conference in Philadelphia, we 
were able to come to an agreement with an american 
publishing house on an edited volume, which we will 
begin to prepare after the summer. Contributions are 
still welcome, so don’t hesitate to contact us for more 
information.

In addition to our work on these publications, our 
WG has been recently recognized as a “thematic net-
work” by the University of Málaga, a title we intend to 
renew in the coming weeks for one more year. also, in 
February 2018, some members attended a very inter-

esting International Workshop on Legisprudence held 
at the University of zaragoza (Conceptions and Mis-
conceptions of Legislation, http://www.legisprudence.
es/ ). This was possible thanks to funding from the 
university of Málaga and the Institute of Criminology.  

aside from our activities, for this short Working 
Group report, I’d like to briefly comment on a very 
specific line of research that has been gathering some 
attention lately and has, in my opinion, huge potential: 
the study of the statements made in public debates 
on criminal matters. This line of work is predominantly 
qualitative in its methods and focuses on messages 
written in social networks, media coverage and the full 
written transcriptions of debates once the issue gets 
to Parliament. We’ll see some examples of this in the 
upcoming special Issue I mentioned.

These dense sources of information are very appro-
priate for content analysis and widen our understand-
ing of how public, political and institutional debates 
evolve to finally become a piece of criminal legislation. 
Identifying the lines of argumentation followed by the 
different actors is a very good exercise to expose what’s 
behind them and, therefore, unveil the frequently quite 
obscure decision-making processes in criminal law and 
policy environments.

This kind of research becomes especially stimulating 
if it helps us to take a step even further and connects 

http://esc-eurocrim.org/index.php/activities/ecoh
http://esc-eurocrim.org/index.php/activities/ecoh
https://www.ibccrim.org.br/rbccrim
http://www.legisprudence.es/
http://www.legisprudence.es/
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the mere study of criminal law-making with one of the 
main concerns of scientists around the world: how to 
promote rational lawmaking or, even more, how to fos-
ter evidence-based lawmaking (as a specific kind of ra-
tional argument). To what extent do lawmakers rely on 
scientific evidence to support their arguments? What 
kind of evidence, if any, do they use? how do they get 
the information? What topics are more suitable for 
evidence-based arguments? Why would that be? Is the 
use or non-use of evidence connected to time restric-
tions? Ideology? Parliamentary majorities?

Learning how social and political systems work when 
developing criminal reforms might be the best way to 
build effective strategies to place evidence in the right 
hands for it to be taken into account. This way, we 
could be closer to filling the existing communication 
gap between scientists and public officials or between 
scientists and criminal lawmakers.

José Becerra muñoz is assistant Professor at the  
University of Malaga, spain, and co-Chair of the Crimi-
nal Law-Making Policy WG

Tamar Berenblum

WORKInG GROuP On CYBERCRIME
The european society of Criminology Working Group 
on Cybercrime was initiated two years ago in order to 
establish an interdisciplinary community of research-
ers and policymakers interested in various aspects 
of cybercrime, including but not limited to: different 
forms that cybercrime can take (e.g., hacking, fraud, 
malicious software infections, sexting, and cyberter-
rorism), its causes and offenders, impact on victims, 
and our response to it at the individual, corporate and 
governmental levels.

since our successful first meeting at the 2017 EsC 
conference in Cardiff, we have established such a 
community—a network for information exchange and in-
ternational collaboration between scholars, government 
agencies, and private organisations involved in cyber-
crime research. so far, our working group consists of 72 
members; leading scholars, emerging scholars, graduate 
students and representatives of various governments and 
law enforcement agencies. you can learn more about 
them and their work in our new website. 

During the first official year of the Working Group, we 
were able to communicate research calls and other op-
portunities to our members and facilitate collaborations 
in joint projects such as the Cybersecurity revolution— 
24 hours Live streaming event (which included 50 
presentations from 10 countries and included a number 
of our Working Group members).

For the 2018 esC conference in sarajevo, we have 
organised 5 panels on the following topics: cybercriminal 

networks, online crime markets, the dark web, victims 
and cybercrime research methods. We welcome you 
to participate in the panels and learn about the new 
research in the field. Moreover, we will have our annual 
meeting to plan next year’s goals. 

Finally, members of the board of the Working 
Group, together with members of the International 
Interdisciplinary research Consortium on Cybercrime, 
have established the annual conference on cybercrime 
that will focus on the human factor in cybercrimes and 
address the interaction between end-users, criminal 
actors, and the institutional environment. The annual 
conference will offer an opportunity to present cutting-
edge research, introduce new projects and thought-
provoking initiatives, and promote exchange among 
participants that will inform their ongoing research. The 
1st annual conference on cybercrime will take place in 
Jerusalem on 14–16 october 2018. you are welcome to 
read more about the conference and register to partici-
pate. 

We wish to thank all of our members and our steering 
committee and invite you to join our working group. 

Tamar Berenblum is a research fellow at the nsCr, 
amsterdam, the netherlands, and Post-doc, the ra-
chel and selim benin school of Computer science and 
engineering at the hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, Israel

https://www.cybercrimeworkingroup.com/
https://secrev.dfir.science/
https://secrev.dfir.science/
https://csrcl.huji.ac.il/event/1st-annual-conference-human-factor-cybercrime-DayI
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10l6NiMaSqhtNXq7XTQo-OR-wm9OCOYWYJIE6opvZ7ew/viewform?edit_requested=true
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may-Len skilbrei

WORKInG GROuP On IMMIGRAtIOn, CRIME  
AnD CItIZEnSHIP
The Working Group “Immigration, Crime and Citizen-
ship” was established in 2014 with an intention to bring 
together scholars interested in issues such as the crime 
and victimisation of migrants and the crime and state 
harm in transnational migration. since then, these issues 
have received heightened attention in both politics, me-
dia and scholarship. Criminology has an important role 
to play in developing better understandings and tools in 
the face of crimes and victimisation involving migrants 
and migration, and the group and its members have 
been very active in the last year in disseminating their 
research to academic and general audiences. as issues to 
do with immigration, crime and citizenship have be-
come more central to european criminology, the group’s 
membership has increased significantly. It now consists 
of over 50 members from three continents, with 15 new 
members having joined in the last year. 

new members bring with them new research inter-
ests and qualifications, something we hope will fertilise 
exchanges in the group at the upcoming esC confer-
ence in sarajevo. at the 2017 Cardiff conference—and in 
the research of and publications by the group’s members 
since—the exploration of topics such as human traffick-
ing, migrants’ problems and rights en route to europe, 
hate crime against migrants, detention and racial profil-

ing in police’s stop and search practices has broadened 
and deepened. The Working Group also contributed a 
series of texts about the concept of ‘crimmigration’ in the 
esC newsletter 1/18. 

While the collective activities of the Working Group 
thus far have mainly taken place at the annual esC con-
ferences, with business meetings and designated panels, 
there have been several activities involving members in 
the last year. Members invite each other to conferences 
and classes, books are being edited, and collaborative 
efforts to develop projects and write articles and chap-
ters are starting. The strength and increasing relevance 
of the Working Group’s topics are expressed through 
the fact that 15 new members have joined in the last 
year, the number of related panels at the upcoming esC 
conference, and that our co-chair, May-Len skilbrei, will 
give the pleneary presentation in sarajevo. both Maria 
João Guia and May-Len skilbrei have been increasingly 
active in the EsC and find it highly rewarding to continue 
contributing towards the society becoming even better at 
addressing the relationship between immigration, crime 
and citizenship. 

may-Len skilbrei is Professor of Criminology at the 
University of oslo, norway

christophe Vandeviver and wouter steenbeek

WORKInG GROuP On SPACE, PLACE  
AnD CRIME (WG-PLACE)
OrigiNs
The idea for a european working group on the role of 
space and place in crime was launched by henk elffers 
at the 15th annual Conference of the european soci-
ety of Criminology (esC) in Porto, Portugal. Those 
present on that warm september day immediately 
welcomed the idea of forming a group of european 
researchers active in this domain to share ideas about 

the space, place and crime nexus. Following approval 
by the esC executive board, the european Working 
Group on space, Place and Crime (WG-PLaCe) was 
formally founded at the 2016 annual Conference of 
the esC in Münster, Germany, and a steering group, 
comprising Wouter steenbeek, Marre Lammers and 
Christophe Vandeviver, was set up.

From the outset, it was decided that the group would 

 WORkINg gROUp REpORTS
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promote a distinct approach to the study of space, place 
and crime that reflects the European origin of the study 
of this topic. It was initially left undefined what a dis-
tinct european approach would entail, but the diverse 
work presented by its members at esC conferences has 
gradually defined it as a comparative, comprehensive 
and inclusive approach to the study of space, place and 
crime. The name of the working group recognises the 
inclusive character of the working group by acknowledg-
ing the subtle difference in meaning between ‘space’ and 
‘place’. 

although all of its members share an interest in the 
spatial and situational aspects of crime, no single theo-
retical framework is dominant within the working group. 
some working group members investigate macro-level 
or neighborhood-level differences in crime rates. other 
members examine how crime events unfold in micro-
situations. still other members of the working group seek 
to combine different theoretical traditions into a unifying 
framework. No particular methodology defines the re-

search that is performed by the working group’s mem-
bers. some researchers use quantitative methods. other 
researchers rely on qualitative approaches to studying 
the role of place and space in crime. 

Aims
The primary aim of the working group is to advance 
knowledge about and research on the situational and 
spatial aspects of crime and criminology across europe, 
both substantive and methodological. Importantly, the 
working group also seeks to create a pan-european 
network that facilitates information exchange between 
senior and junior scholars. In the spirit of inclusivity, the 
working group is determined to bridge any gaps that 
may exist between Western and eastern european-based 
researchers or northern and southern european-based 
researchers. because of the diverse backgrounds and 
interests of its members, the working group is particularly 
encouraging new research collaborations across europe, 
across research domains within criminology and across 

Are you already receiving the email version of this newsletter? 
if not, don’t forget to sign up at www.escnewsletter.org

www.escNewsLeTTer.Org
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The idea for the WG-QrMe was born from what seemed 
to be a gap that needed to be filled. The current chairs of 
the WG-QrMe realised that qualitative methodologies 
and epistemologies deserved to be better addressed at 
the heart of the european society of Criminology, hoping 
that this would, in turn, improve discussions about and the 
dissemination of their uses in the study of crime, deviance, 
and social control. Qualitative methods, having a long-
standing tradition in criminology, were lacking a dedicated 
place for researchers to share experiences and expertise 
for overcoming common challenges and difficulties. The 
WG’s goals, as set from the beginning, are to facilitate new 
avenues for qualitative research in criminology, increase 
interdisciplinary thinking, and sustain close networking and 
cooperation on research and education projects.

The WG-QrMe was launched last year, during the 
2017 esC annual conference in Cardiff and, so far, has 
close to 70 members from a variety of universities who 
are interested in research topics that range from white-

collar crime to youth delinquency, migration, prisons, and 
the like. as such, the WG-QrMe aims to connect with 
the rest of the esC working groups, thus providing the 
chance to focus on both topics and methodologies. 

Concerning activities, the WG-QrMe organised 
a session on qualitative research on elites in 2017. For 
the esC annual conference of 2018, three panels were 
accepted, two of which are in articulation with other esC 
working groups: ‘WG-QrMe: Qualitative research meth-
odologies and epistemologies’ , ‘eUroC & WG-QrMe 
panel: The use of qualitative methods in researching 
organisational and white-collar crime’, and WG-QrMe &  
narrative Criminology WG ‘doing narrative criminology’. 
simultaneously, members submitted individual presenta-
tions under the banner of the WG-QrMe.

The WG-QrMe has also been promoting interaction 
and critical debates among european researchers with 
an interest in qualitative methodologies and epistemolo-
gies, namely by disseminating a special issue on ‘Moral 

Julie Tieberghien, Olga Petintseva, rita Faria, and yarin eski

WORKInG GROuP On QuALItAtIVE RESEARCH 
MEtHODOLOGIES AnD EPIStEMOLOGIES  
(WG-QRME)

disciplines. Its members are encouraged to adopt multi-
method approaches to studying space, place and crime.

AcTiViTies
since its inception at the 2015 esC Conference in Porto, 
the working group has successfully organised thematic 
panels on space, place and crime at each annual con-
ference of the esC, with interest in presenting papers 
on these panels growing each year. at the 2018 esC 
Conference in sarajevo, the working group has managed 
to group 23 papers by authors from across europe into 
six thematic panels. Topics addressed in these panels 
range from theoretical integration and methodological 
advances to rethinking the space, place and crime nexus. 

The working group is particularly looking forward to 
meeting its members and sympathisers at the 2018 esC 
Conference in sarajevo. We encourage anyone interest-
ed in studying space, place and crime to join the working 

group. We welcome our members, potential members 
and friends to the ‘WG-PLaCe working group meet-
ing’. Please check the 2018 esC Conference program for 
details.

If you are interested in joining the working group or 
participating in the steering group, please contact Chris-
tophe Vandeviver (Christophe.Vandeviver@UGent.be) 
and Wouter steenbeek (wsteenbeek@nscr.nl). additional 
information can be found on the working group website: 
http://www.space-place-crime.eu/. 

christophe Vandeviver is Postdoctoral Fellow of the 
research Foundation — Flanders at Ghent university, 
Ghent, belgium, and vice-chair of WG-PLaCe
wouter steenbeek is researcher at the netherlands 
Institute for the study of Crime and Law enforcement 
(nsCr), amsterdam, The netherlands, and chair of 
WG-PLaCe

mailto:Christophe.Vandeviver@UGent.be
mailto:wsteenbeek@nscr.nl
http://www.space-place-crime.eu/
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 caNdIdaTE FOR pRESIdENT OF THE ESc

LESLEY McARA

CAnDIDAtES FOR ESC OFFICES              

PersONAL sTATemeNT
I feel very honoured to have been nominated to stand for 
election for the Presidency of the european society of 
Criminology.

For the past 18 years, the european society has played 
a key role in promulgating scholarly exchange and coop-
eration in the field of Criminology. Never, however, has it 
been more salient than in these turbulent times when the 
post-war european project has become increasingly under 
threat. although Criminology has always been theoretical-
ly, methodologically and politically contested, our collec-

tive knowledge continues to speak to many of the ‘wicked’ 
and complex issues facing late modern societies such as: 
shifting norms of crime and gender-based violence; threats 
to human rights; patterns of enforced migration; interna-
tional terrorism; threats to the planetary eco-system; and 
the untrammelled growth of surveillance capitalism and its 
capacity to undermine democratic processes and disem-
power citizens.

For me, the great strength of the society lies in its 
capacity to forge new research networks and collaborations 
and, in doing so, to build the robust evidence base which 

entrepreneurs in the 21st century. Practices, research 
and transformation’ for the dutch journal Tijdschrift over 
Cultuur en Criminaliteit. The WG-QrMe is, as well, 
an effective co-organiser of the ‘between edges and 
Margins. Innovative Methods in the study of deviance’ 
conference taking place in Ghent on 13—14 september 
2018. For more information, visit http://www.edgesand-
margins.ugent.be/.

The WG-QrMe is also one of the three partners 
(alongside Ghent University and Vrije Universiteit, 
brussels) in organising an annual specialist training for 
Phd students entitled ‘elites and experts as subjects of 
qualitative research: challenges in design, execution and 
analysis’. The second edition took place in July 2018. 

by means of a regular newsletter, the WG-QrMe has 
been a site for exchanging information among members 
on scientific events, publications, and funding opportuni-
ties relating to qualitative methodologies and epistemol-

ogies. simultaneously, the WG-QrMe is now active on 
social media, namely via Facebook (‘Qualitative re-
search Methodologies and epistemologies) and Twitter 
(@QrmeWg). Finally, a first edition of ‘Quality meetings’ 
(intensive research seminars) is currently in preparation.

Julie Tieberghien is a postdoctoral research fellow 
at the department of Criminology, Criminal Law and 
 social Law at the University of Ghent, Ghent, belgium
Olga Petintseva is a postdoctoral research fellow at the 
department of Criminology, Criminal Law and social 
Law at the Ghent University, Ghent, belgium
rita Faria is a postdoctoral research fellow at the de-
partment of Criminology, University of Porto, Porto, 
Portugal
yarin eski is a postdoctoral research fellow at the 
Liverpool Centre for advanced Policing studies at the 
Liverpool John Moores University, Liverpool, Uk

http://www.edgesandmargins.ugent.be/
http://www.edgesandmargins.ugent.be/
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will enable us to engage, to challenge and to enlighten. 
radzinowicz, himself a post-second world war émigré, once 
wrote that the function of Criminology was to produce 
‘useful’ knowledge. as one of the heirs to this legacy and as 
a scot, I have never felt more european.

PrOFiLe
Professor Lesley Mcara holds the Chair of Penology in 
the Law school at the University of edinburgh and is as-
sistant Principal Community relations (a University-wide 
leadership role). she joined the University of edinburgh 
in 1995 as lecturer in Criminology and was privileged to 
work in the Centre for Law and society alongside a num-
ber of intellectual giants: david Garland, david J. smith, 
neil McCormack, beverley brown. 

her main research interests lie in the general areas of 
the sociology of punishment and the sociology of law and 
deviance, with a particular focus on  juvenile justice and 
the aetiology of youth crime. Currently she is editor-in-
Chief  (with Ursula kilkelly) of the international journal 
Youth Justice (saGe Publishing) and a member of the new 
editorial team of the Oxford Handbook of Criminology (with 
alison Liebling and shadd Maruna). she is also an associ-
ate director (Community) of the scottish Centre for Crime 
and Justice research.  

For the past 20 years Lesley has been Co-director 
(formerly with david J smith and now with susan McVie) 
of the edinburgh study of youth Transitions and Crime, a 
prize-winning longitudinal programme of research track-
ing the lives of 4,300 young people who started secondary 
school in the City of edinburgh in 1998. This study has had 
demonstrable impact on juvenile justice policy and practice 
in scotland, the Uk and internationally. Within scotland, 
study findings formed the evidence base for the ‘Whole 
system approach’ (rolled out across scotland from 2011 
onwards), a policy predicated on diverting young people 
from formal measures and promoting early and effective 
intervention, with a particular focus on the older teenage 
group (16 and 17 year olds who, in contravention of inter-
national conventions, are normally dealt with in the adult 
criminal justice system in scotland). as a direct result of 
this policy, scotland has experienced: an 83% reduction in 
the number of young people being referred to agencies of 
juvenile justice for offending; a 77% reduction in the rate of 
16- and 17-year-olds being convicted in the criminal courts; 
and a 63% reduction in the rate of imprisonment for this 
age group. Changes of such magnitude have not been 
recorded since records began. 

In 2013, Lesley was joint recipient (with susan) of the 
howard League research Medal which celebrates high 
quality research from ‘new thinking’ and ‘radical research-
ers’ who have changed penal policy and practice, this was 
followed in 2016 with the award of the Chancellor’s medal 
for research impact.  In 2018, she was awarded a Cbe for 
services to Criminology and was nominated  for the Prin-
cess of asturias Prize for social science: an international 
award recognising the work of researchers ‘who contribute 
to progress and social well-being in an extraordinary and 
exemplary way’.

Lesley is a former Dean of the Law school (the first 
ever woman to be appointed to that role), leading the 
school through a period of major expansion to become 
of the largest and most research intensive law schools in 
the Uk. In her capacity as assistant Principal, she has 
been leading the ‘local impact’ component of University 
strategy, driving a new vision of the Civic University, 
one which places its research and teaching in the service 
of the community. In this context she is leading three 
major cross-university and multi-disciplinary initiatives on 
the themes of: the learning city (focused on promoting 
educational inclusion and raising attainment); design for 
well-being (focused on place-making and tackling home-
lessness; and social transformation through entrepreneur-
ialism (focused on student-led social enterprise).  she is 
also responsible for evolving the requisite infrastructure 
within the University to support high quality and impact-
ful public engagement with research. 

More recently she has become the inaugural director 
of the edinburgh Futures Institute.

The aim of this Institute is to harness the digital revolu-
tion for social benefit, bringing together academics from 
a range of different disciplines across the arts, humani-
ties and social sciences to build a programme of applied 
research and education which is cognisant of the needs of 
the community, industry and government. one of its core 
thematics is criminological in orientation, critically engag-
ing with surveillance capitalism, the regulatory challenges 
presented by the internet of things, and the dark web and 
its materials. The Institute will be housed in the former roy-
al Infirmary of Edinburgh. The reimagined space will pro-
vide a built environment which is predicated on encounter, 
co-production, and risk-taking; community-facing, sustain-
able (both ecologically and intellectually) and inspiring. In 
keeping with the ethos of Lesley’s work, the motto inscribed 
in stone above the main entrance is: “Patet omnibus”—it 
means “open to all”.
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EFFI LAMBROPOuLOu

My name is Effi Lambropoulou and I am a professor of 
criminology at Panteion University of social and Political 
sciences in athens. after receiving a law degree from 
the national and kapodistrian University of athens’ 
school of Law, I began my own law practice. I subse-
quently obtained a certificate in history, sociology, and 
Psychology of Punishment from bielefeld University 
in Germany, department of Criminal Law. Then, in 
Freiburg, Germany, I was part of a research project con-
cerning juvenile inmates run by the Criminology Group 
of the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International 
Criminal Law, where I received my Phd. 

over the last two decades, I have taught undergradu-
ate and graduate students, supervised dissertations and 
Phds, applied for and implemented research programs 
and international partnerships, carried out administra-
tive duties, coordinated erasmus exchanges for certain 
countries and universities and supported the incoming 
foreign students. In addition, I have worked for 12 years 
as part of the teaching staff at the Greek Police acad-
emy; for one year at the Greek national Centre of Public 
administration and Local Government; and for two years 
as an advisor for seminars targeting young males, taking 
place at the korydallos juvenile prison, and funded by 
the hellenic Ministries of education and Culture.  
My work experience in higher education, at the police 
academy, and at the juvenile male prison has provided 
me with a strong set of communication skills that facili-
tate interpersonal and group contact. 

I have twice been elected representative of academic 
staff of the sociology department to the Panteion Uni-
versity senate (1997—1998, 2001—2005). I have also been 
elected twice as representative for Panteion University’s 
research committee (2002—2005, 2016—2017). Finally, in 
october 2017, I was appointed by the sociology depart-
ment as its representative for a one-year term on the 
“special account for research Funds” committee where, 
in addition to participating in the meetings of the com-

 caNdIdaTE FOR aT-laRgE BOaRd MEMBERSHIp

mittee, my main tasks are to promote and oversee its 
work. 

Through my research in criminology, criminal justice, 
and the sociology of criminal law, I have become familiar 
with public policies and have taken part in ad hoc law 
reform committees of the hellenic Ministries of Justice 
and Public order. Moreover, I have a personal interest 
in prison policies, prison violence, illegal markets, violent 
extremism and, in particular, in the de-radicalisation of 
imprisoned domestic terrorists, as well as the new forms 
of control and the evolving interactions between state 
and non-state sectors regarding governing crime, which I 
believe will be a ‘hot’ issue in the coming years in Greece. 

I have contributed to several eU, bilateral, national, 
and international research projects relative to corruption; 
pharmaceutical crime; juvenile delinquency and vic-
timisation (Isrd-3); public order policing and security; 
quality measurement and key performance indicators for 
the Greek police-draft guide for the best value perfor-
mance indicators; drug policies and best practices in the 
countries of the eU; increasing the effectiveness and ef-
ficiency of the police and prosecution services in control-
ling organised crime; and the implementation of research 
on the recommendations of the european Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture and degrading Treatment 
(CPT). 

Furthermore, I participated in the International Visitor 
Leadership Program (IVLP) of the U.s. department 
of state in the U.s., focused on organised crime. I have 
been a Visiting Fellow at the University of Cambridge 
Uk, and at the Max Planck Institute Freiburg i.br., Ger-
many, for foreign and international criminal law several 
times during the last two decades.

My publications mainly focus on prison policy/correc-
tions, social control and security (public, private, govern-
ance), corruption, illegal markets, police and policing. 
I have completed many book reviews and translations, 
and my work has been published primarily in english and 
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Greek, but also in German, French, spanish, and Chi-
nese.

I have been invited as a keynote speaker to several 
international and national workshops and seminars, in-
cluding at the american society of Public administration 
[seCoPa] and at the International Penal and Peniten-
tiary Foundation. some examples of the talks I gave 
include: Internationalisation of crime and international 
police cooperation; scenario thinking and illegal markets 
in adria and balkans; Terrorism and political violence. 
I’ve also been invited to speak at workshops organised 
by the local government, the hellenic Coast Guard, and 
more.

I have been a member of esC since 2001, as well as 
member of other european, international, and Greek 
societies in the field of criminology, and the editorial 
board of the russian journal Vestnik of St. Petersburg 

State University, Sociology. I am also a blind reviewer of 
international and european academic journals, including 
International Review of Administrative Sciences, European 
Journal of Criminology, and Governance of Security.

I regularly attend seminars that I think will sharpen 
my knowledge and skills and keep me informed about 
relevant issues (e.g. Maritime security, radicalisation). 
In the last few years I have acquired basic knowledge 
and training in GIs software; GoP and Crime analysis; 
static-99, and soraG. 

If elected, I will work to advance the multi-disciplinary 
and transnational goals of the european society of 
Criminology, and encourage transnational cooperation 
among those engaged in criminology at the european 
and international levels. I believe I have the ability, 
background, and skills to support the esC and would be 
honoured to have your vote.

csaba győry

COVER StORIES �

 EdITOR'S REMaRkS

In the summer issue of 2014, I published a short piece in on 
the stories behind some of the pictures that have appeared 
on the cover of the newsletter over the years. The reason 
for it was the puzzlement some felt when looking at the 
images, searching for a connection between the content 
and the cover. Many thought the pictures were random, 
selected for their colours. Well, they are not: I always try 
to find a cover that references one of the texts in the issue. 
sometimes, the connection is obvious; sometimes it is not. 
here, for a second time, I want to explain how some of the 
covers have been chosen.

prison or the Factory (2014/3)
The picture depicts a micro-
chip factory. I selected the 
picture as a reference to the re-
cipient of the european Crimi-
nology award that year, dario 
Melossi, especially to his first 
book, co-authored with Massi-
mo Pavarini, The Prison and the 
Factory (1977). I felt that the 
book, which details the emer-
gence of the political economy 1 EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF CRIMINOLOGY • ���� | �
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Dario Melossi’s ESC Award Acceptance Speech

Barak Ariel on Experimental Criminology
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of capitalism and its interconnectedness with patterns of 
penal forms and social control, could provide a valuable 
theoretical frame for the analysis of control and punitiv-
ity, not only in late capitalist Western societies, but also 
in emerging economies that merge a capitalist political 
economy with repressive political regimes.

Hotel floor (2015/1)
This is a picture of a hotel floor 
from one of giant conference 
hotels where asC meetings 
take place. selected with inex-
cusable hubris, the photo is a 
reference to my own introduc-
tory essay to the What is eu-
ropean Criminology? series. In 
the article, I used the seemingly 
endless hotel floor, the infinite 
number of meeting rooms with 

closed doors, a familiar scene from asC meetings as a 
metaphor of the compartmentalised and in many ways 
parochial nature of american criminology. In the article 
I juxtaposed this with the more open and comparative 
european criminology.
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Board Members and President: 
nominations and Applications Sought

Don't forget: at-large members of the executive Board and the President of the esc  
are elected by the members of the esc at the general Assembly,  

which always takes place at the Annual conference.  
Be part of the process!  

Attend and vote in sarajevo, and nominate others or apply yourself  
for the next election taking place at the 2019 Annual conference in ghent!   

Nominations and application shall be sent to the executive secretary  
by not later than 31st march 2019.

dismantling judicial cooperation 
in criminal justice matters), but 
also one of its inadvertent leit-
motifs. brexit, it seemed then, is 
just like taping helium balloons 
to one’s office chair and fly off, 
without much preparation or 
thought, with the destination 
to a large extent determined by 
external forces, but with bound-
less optimism unfazed by facts.

Massacre of the Innocents (2017/3)
The painting on the cover is Massacre of the Innocents 
by Pieter breughel the elder. The cover refers to the 
research of Manuel eisner, the recipient of the european 
Criminology award, on the history of violence in europe. 

The choice of cover intends to 
represent the extremely large 
timespan of Manuel eisner’s 
inquiry by choosing a medieval 
painting of violent acts (which 
itself depicts a biblical scene). 
however, by putting a biblical 
scene in a 16th century dutch 
context, the painting also 
alludes to the question how 
violence changes as the social 
and historical context changes. 
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Mike Levi on British Criminology

Discussion: Criminal Justice Cooperation After Brexit
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Sonja Snacken on Crime, Criminology and Justice

Susanne Karstedt on European Criminology

All shall Be Equal Before the Law (2015/3)

This is a picture of a mural in the city centre of Cape Town, 
a work of the south african artist Faith XLVII. (The mural 
was on an old building slated for demolition and is now 
gone.) I selected this picture to refer to the oeuvre of the 
2015 recipient of the european Criminology award, sonja 
snacken, whose work combines empirical research on 
prisons and punitivity in general with human rights activism 

in the field of criminal lawmak-
ing and criminal policy. In her 
acceptance speech she writes 
about the ambiguous nature 
of the blindness of justice: the 
blindfold, depending on our 
vantage point, can be a symbol 
of formal impartiality, but also 
blindness to the role criminal 
justice plays in the reproduction 
of racial, ethnic and socio-eco-
nomic inequalities. 

Helium Balloons (2017/2)
This is a picture of adventurer Jonathan Trappe, crossing 
the English Chanel in his office chair, taped to a bunch of 
colourful helium balloons. (he made it, crash-landing in 
dunkirk.) The photo is intended to serve as an allegory 
of brexit, which was not only one of the topics of the 
issue (which included a discussion on the complexities of 
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Manuel Eisner on the History of Violence

Sonja Schulz on Crime and Self-Control
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