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ThE ArrogAnCE of powEr –  
A SwEdiSh ExAmplE 

The scandinavian research Council for Criminology celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year. The purpose of the Council is to further crimino-
logical research within the member countries and advise the scandinavi-
an governments and the Nordic Council on issues related to criminology. 
The contribution of the swedish Government to the jubilee is to with-
draw all funds from the Council. With sweden as the main contributor it 
is unclear if and how the Council can continue to exist. 

the swedish Minister for Justice, beatrice ask—the power behind 
this action—has given two separate reasons for her action. the first one 
is that the government’s priority is to keep the stockholm Prize and the 
International stockholm Criminology symposium that is held in con-
nection with the award ceremony. The annual state contribution to the 
Council, approximately 150,000 euro, will be used   to secure the future 
existence of this prestigious award in criminology. this is, rather unfor-
tunately, named after the city where the decision was taken to deprive 
the scandinavian research Council for Criminology of its funds. I am 
convinced that this is not in any way in line with the intentions of the 
donors or the prize committee consisting of internationally well-known 
criminologists.  

The second reason given is that the swedish part of the Council does 
not deliver. The Minister for Justice states that what is produced by 
the Council in general and the swedish part in particular is not relevant 
to the department of Justice. The Government doesn’t get value for 
money. The Council holds annual research conferences followed by a 
published report of the contributions. Papers presented here during the 
last three years by swedish criminologists include research on violence 
in work life, criminality and life chances, self-reported criminality, and 

Message froM the president
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froM the neXt issUe

 Anabel Cerezo on criminology in spain 
 Elena Larrauri and Jorge Rodríguez Menes on the impact of the crisis and  
austerity measures on crime and crime control in spain
 Edit Törzs on victimology and victim support in Hungary

recidivism. Contact seminars between politicians, 
civil servants and researchers have been held regu-
larly, the latest one on the topic of victims of crime. 
the Council finances meetings of working groups on 
different subject such as abuse of (legal and illegal) 
migrant workforce, release from prison, corruption, 
and environmental crime. and regular newslet-
ters are published on research and legislation in the 
scandinavian countries. If these contributions are not 
relevant to criminal policy, then what is? 

the largest project financed by the Council is the 
present research on the general sense of justice in the 
scandinavian countries. It must be most relevant for 
a government that stresses that public sentiment is a 
central factor in shaping legislation and criminal policy.  
one might hope that it is just a coincidence that the 
results of this project so far have been exactly the op-
posite of what the government is pressing in the public: 
the research clearly shows that the public does not 
demand harsher punishments but rather milder ones 
than those meted out under current law and practice. 
but can this be of any interest to european criminolo-
gists outside scandinavia? absolutely. it clearly shows 
the dangers – and this is, unfortunately, not a unique 
situation in europe—of a close association of crimino-
logical research and policymaking. Let me be clear: 
there is nothing wrong in government-funded research, 
or applied research project that support policy deci-
sions. but we have to make it clear what the rules are; 
that the freedom of scientific research is guaranteed 
and that publication of the results and future funding 
does not depend on whether the conclusions are in line 
with government policy. 

The decision taken by the swedish Government 
also shows a lack of understanding of what the value 

of criminological research can be to the state. This is 
not necessarily only the fault of the government. We, 
criminologists ourselves, might have failed to dem-
onstrate the broader relevance of criminology. even 
though our results usually cannot be directly trans-
formed into crime prevention measures, we could ask 
ourselves the question: can i present my research in 
a way that stimulates the general debate on criminal 
policy so that it might be regarded more relevant 
by the public, the media and the politicians? even 
with different perspectives on crime and punishment 
fruitful interchange can take place between govern-
ments and criminologists. This is the clear message 
from the esC award winner, herself both a leading 
academic and a former Minister for Justice in Fin-
land, inkeri anttila.

but such a discussion does not seem to be of 
interest to the swedish Minister for Justice. a large 
number of leading scandinavian criminologists have 
appealed to her in a joint letter to change her deci-
sion lining out the importance of the work that is be-
ing done in the Council. The Ministries of Justice of 
the other scandinavian countries regard the collabo-
ration as fruitful and intend to continue the Nordic 
co-operation, yet they are not capable of committing 
more resources if the swedish government insists 
on withdrawing its support The university based 
swedish members of the Council have asked for a 
meeting with the Minister in order to discuss possible 
alternative arrangements. The only reaction so far 
was a short letter informing them that the Minister, 
the addressee of the plea, could not commit to a 
meeting. she did not even find the time to answer: 
the letter was signed by her secretary. 



4 Criminology in EuropE • ���� | �

although victim issues were sporadically dealt with 
before as early as in 1960s, more systematic research 
on crime victims started in serbia only in 1980s and 
has intensified, particularly, after 2000. Develop-
ment of victimology in serbia can be divided into 
three periods: the period since the beginning of 
1980s until 1991, the period during the wars in the 
territory of the former yugoslavia (1991-2000), and 
the period after 2000.

BegiNNiNgs
The Influence of the Victim on the Phenomenon of 
Crime (nikolic-Ristanovic, 1984), and Women as 
Crime Victims (1989) are two seminal books in the 
development of serbian victimology.  both dealt 
with issues such as domestic violence, marital rape, 
inadequate legislation about victims, the position of 
rape victim before the police, the prosecutor and the 
court, shelters and hotlines for battered women etc. 
Moreover, the books served as important platforms 
for advocacy on legal changes. apart from research 
findings that were presented in these two books, 
other victimological researches were conducted in 
1980s as well such as: research on young people and 
children as victims (Radovanovic, 1989), research on 
the victims of traffic accidents (nikolic-Ristanovic, 
1987), on the first contact of the victim with the police 
(nikolic-Ristanovic, Mrvic, 1988), and on the legal 
position of crime victims and fear of crime (Nikolic-
Ristanovic, 1989a, nikolic-Ristanovic, Mrvic, 1990).

Public interest for crime victims was initiated in 
l980s primarily by feminist advocacy for the rights of 
women and children. violence against women was 
discussed at public panels organised in belgrade by 
the feminist group Women and society. representa-
tives of women’s groups, together with researchers, 
presented their proposals for changes of laws regard-
ing domestic violence and marital rape to the former 
yugoslav federal state authorities and lobbied for 
them to be adopted.  in addition, the establishment 

of yugoslavian victimology society in 1988 was very 
important for the development of victimology in 
serbia. The society was established after the very 
successful symposium of World society of victimol-
ogy organised in zagreb in 1985. The society had 
its headquarters in Zagreb (Croatia) but it gathered 
members from other parts of yugoslavia, including 
very active members from serbia.

 
DuriNg THe wars iN THe FOrmer  
YugOsLaVia
The disintegration of yugoslavia and ethnic con-
flicts that followed, however meant an end of the 
yugoslavian victimology society.  The advocacy of 
women’s groups also shifted mostly toward advocacy 
for women—victims of war violence, including victims 
of domestic violence by former combatants return-
ing home from service. However, the advocacy of 
women’s groups aimed at raising public awareness 
and better protection of domestic violence victims in 
general did not stop during times of war. Women’s 
groups and feminist researchers contributed to the 
visibility of the problems of domestic violence vic-
tims, as well as those of victims of sexual violence 
and human trafficking. the first draft of the criminal 
offences of domestic violence and marital rape was 
submitted by the Group for Women’s rights of the 
non-governmental organisation european Move-
ment in serbia1 in mid 1990s. although not successful, 
this advocacy was very important in terms of raising 
awareness of state officials and the general public. 

due to severe budget cuts caused by the economic 
sanctions imposed on serbia during the yugoslav 
wars because of its role in the conflict, state research 
funding had been dramatically cut. The topic had not 
disappeared from public discourses, however: several 
victim support, anti-war and advocacy initiatives were 
launched and implemented by local nGos. then, al-
though slowly, the international funds became availa-
ble to these organizations, which also influenced both 

Vesna Nikolić-ristanović

ViCTimology And ViCTim SupporT  
in SErbiA: A dESCripTiVE rEViEw

topiC of the issUe – ViCtiMoLogY and ViCtiM sUpport in eastern eUrope 

1 European Movement in Serbia is Serbian non-governmental organisation, established in 1992, which mission is democratic and peaceful  
European integration. It is the member of International European movement. The Group for women’s rights was predecessor of the  
Victimology Society of Serbia.
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research and practices related to victims. thus, most 
of the victimology research projects were carried out 
by non-governmental organisations during this period, 
while many researchers shifted their research inter-
est toward war victims. several projects on women’s 
war victimisation, which included both collection of 
data and support to victims, were carried out (nikolic-
Ristanovic, 2000). empirical researches on the con-
nection between domestic violence and women’s 
crime (nikolic-Ristanovic, 2000a) and the impact of 
the transition and war on violence against women and 
society’s response to it (nikolic-Ristanovic, 2002) 
were conducted as well. the first comprehensive 
studies on child abuse (banjanin-Djuricic, 1998) and 
incest (Mrsevic, 1997) were also published. in 1996 the 
Institute for Criminological and sociological research 
participated in the International Crime (victim) sur-
vey. the first and so far the only serbian crime victim-
isation survey was conducted in belgrade covering a 
sample of 1094 respondents which showed extremely 
high (85.4%) level of victimisation of serbian citizens. 
The high level of victimisation by both conventional 
crime and corruption was in close connection with the 
impact of war on over-criminalisation of serbian soci-
ety in 1990s. this was also confirmed by state statistics 
on reported crime, which showed the increase of 47 % 
in 1993, in comparison to 1990. the registered crime 
rate later decreased significantly — to levels lower than 
it had been before the war.

During 1990s, women’s groups’ activists established 
sos hotlines, shelters and counselling services for 
women and children. The developement of victim 
services was under the influence of feminist ideas and 
a political pluralism ushering in civil society organisa-
tions. the worsening economic situation, post-war 
suffering, and women’s exclusion from formal politics 
motivated women to self-organize and defend their 
interests. Feminist activism also had an additional 
psycho-therapeutic dimension since many women 
tried to escape their own despairing realities, by help-
ing other women (nikolic-Ristanovic, 2002). these 
efforts led to other specialised services for torture and 
war victims. Until the end of 1990s, victim advocacy 
and support in serbia was largely limited to women 
and children victims of violence. However, in 1997, a 

group of former members of the yugoslavian victi-
mology society from serbia, together with some other 
researchers and activists, some of whom were involved 
with the NGo the european Movement in serbia2, 
founded the victimology society of serbia (vds). 

The society was established as a membership NGo 
committed to working toward the development of vic-
tims’ rights and victimology as an academic discipline. 
since its establishment, VDs have been advocating 
for legal changes, for the introduction of victimology 
courses at the university, for crime statistics to include 
data about victims. in addition, they collect data and 
raise public awareness about various forms of victimi-
sation. in 1998, VDs started to publish a journal on 
victimisation, human rights, and gender issues called 
Temida. Temida was later recognised as an academic 
journal by the serbian Ministry of science and became 
a valuable resource for students, professionals and 
everyone else interested in research into victim issues3.  
The society is a member of World society of victi-
mology and Victim support europe, and commited to 
link theory and practice. over time it developed three 
organisational strands: research, education, and victim 
support service. However, in 2005 it established the 
association Joint action for Truth and reconciliation 
as a third (non-conflict) way of dealing with the past 
has been developed.4   

aFTer POLiTicaL cHaNge iN ���� 
since the revolution in 2000, largely thanks to the 
advocacy of the victimology society of serbia-vds 
and other nGos, as well as a greatly improved politi-
cal climate, many positive changes were initiated and 
achieved. these were significant not only for women 
and children, but for other crime victims as well. the 
most important legal changes were initiated and ad-
vocated by serbian non-governmental organizations, 
which also had the support of international organiza-
tions and donors. Legal changes related to domestic 
and sexual violence, trafficking in human beings and 
protection of victims from secondary victimization in 
criminal procedure were initiated and largely based on 
drafts written by the experts of victimology society 
of serbia. Criminalization of marital rape, domestic 
violence, human trafficking and people smuggling, 

2 The founding members of VDS were particularly active in the Group for Women’s Rights of European Movement in Serbia, but they also 
participated in other activities.

3 It publishes papers in both Serbian and English and is accessible electronically on www.vds.org.rs
4 More information is available on www.vds.org.rs
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introduction of restorative justice measures, as well 
as changes of civil and labour laws, together with the 
new laws on work related abuse, organised crime, 
war crimes, anti-discrimination and gender equality, 
contributed to the harmonisation of serbian legisla-
tion with international standards to a great extent. 
a range of protection orders can be issued in civil 
procedure, while their violation is punishable as the 
most lenient form of the criminal offence of domestic 
violence. The 2009 changes of the Criminal Code 
also introduced a new security measure of prohibition 
to approach and communicate with victims, which is 
important for protection of victims after the trial. The 
Criminal Code also provides that rape is punishable 
regardless of the relationship between the offender 
and the victim (hence including spouses as well) and 
regardless of the sex of the victim and the perpetrator. 
Counseling of and support to victims of violence, as 
well as sos hotlines are for the first time recognized 
legally as victim support providers in 2011. 

also, since 2008, serbian official statistics data 
contain basic information about victims, Moreover, 
many training events for various professionals, includ-
ing police, social workers, judges, prosecutors and 
health workers, were organized by non-governmental 
victim organizations. victimology society of serbia 
organised many national and international conferences 
dealing with various victim-related issues, such as war 
victimisation, domestic violence, as well as conferenc-
es on truth and reconciliation (2002, 2004 and 2009), 
and alternative sanctions and victims. since 2010, 
vds has started to organise regular annual conferenc-
es. in addition, it introduced yearly awards for young 
talented researchers dealing with victimology issues as 
an encouragement and incentive for young people to 
engage in this kind of research, as well as the awards 
for special contribution to victim’s rights and develop-
ment of  the non-violent and inclusive approach, in 
dealing with past conflicts, called third way.

The society carried out many victimological re-
searches such as victimisation surveys on partner 
and domestic violence. (nikolic-Ristanovic, 2002a; 
nikolic-Ristanovic, 2010), research on victim ser-
vices (nikolic, 2007; Copic, 2007; nikolic-Ristanovic, 
2007), trafficking in women, children and men 
(nikolic-Ristanovic et al, 2004; bjerkan, 2005; nikolic-
Ristanovic, 2009), victims and restorative justice 

(Copic, 2010), victims and reconciliation in post-con-
flict society (nikolic-Ristanovic, Hanak, 2004; nikolic-
Ristanovic, srna, 2008), legal position of victims 
(nikolić-Ristanović, ćopić, 2011) etc.     

apart from the Victimology society, other nGos 
(domestic and international) and individual research-
ers have recently conducted some relevant victimo-
logical research as well5. These include surveys on 
domestic violence, trafficking in women and children, 
child abuse, elderly people as victims, homophobic 
violence, work related abuse, victim services, compen-
sation for victims, etc (otasevic, 2005; Garcia-More-
no et al, 2006; konstantinovic-Vilic, Petrusic, 2004 
and 2007; babovic, Ginic, Vukovic, 2010). also during 
2004 and 2009-10, surveys on abuse of the elderly 
were conducted as well (kostic, 2010; stevkovic and 
Dimitrijevic, 2011).

since 1998, victimology has been taught as part of 
the criminology course at the law Faculty, Univer-
sity of Nis. The course was based on the criminology 
textbook by slobodanka konstantinovic-vilic and 
Vesna nikolic-Ristanovic who, for the first time ever 
in serbia introduced the topics such as crime victims, 
victimology, child abuse, domestic violence, marital 
rape, battered women movement, feminist methodol-
ogy and feminist theory in a university textbook. The 
text has since been revised and updated with other 
victimological topics such as trafficking in human be-
ings, work related abuse, stalking, abuse of the elderly, 
etc. in 2007, victimology became a separate elec-
tive course at the faculties of Law (Nis) and special 
education and Rehabilitation (belgrade University), 
as well as at the Police academy and the Faculty for 
security in belgrade. 

The development of crime victim services was 
particularly intensified after the social changes in 
2000 as well. the first and so far the only victim sup-
port service of general type, i.e. which offers support 
to victims of all crimes and of both sexes, including 
prisoners as victims and abused women who commit 
crime  was established in 2003 by the victimology 
society of serbia. after 2000, the first victim services 
units were established within state institutions as well. 
state services mostly followed a general trend in the 
developement of NGo services in terms of their 
focus on women and children victims of violence. 
since 2010, new trends have been noticed suggesting 

5 It is worth mentioning that a large part of this research was conducted by VDS members, who conducted researches either for their MA and 
PhD thesis or within other NGOs and institutions.   
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the suspension of some NGo victim services (sos 
hotlines and shelters) which had been developed with 
a lot of enthusiasm and provided unique experience 
for activists. These activities were partly taken over by 
state institutions which often have less knowledge and 
experience addressing needs of victims.

  
cONcLusiON
one can assume that victimology in serbia—given 
its various victimological activities—meets to be 
an independent academic discipline; criteria set by 
Mendelshon, and further developed by kirchhoff and 
Morosawa (2009). However, research is still limited in 
scope and victimology courses need to be further de-
veloped. The development of both non-governmental 
and governmental victim services and programs in 
serbia was very important, but it mostly came about 
as a result of the efforts of enthusiastic groups, and 
only fragmented state efforts. also, although a certain 
level of cooperation of different services is obvious, a 
national network of local victim services that exists in 
many other countries has not been established yet. 

one of the main characteristics of victim related 
developments in serbia is that they contributed to 
increasing the social visibility and raising awareness 
of certain categories of victims, while other victims 
are largely invisible and unrecognized. The preva-
lence of specialised victim services and organisations 
contributed to the increased social visibility of certain 
victims, such as female victims of domestic violence, 
children victims of sexual abuse, victims of trafficking 
in women and children, and recently victims of work 
related abuse. other victims—of robbery, burglary, 
street violence, men as victims—are mostly left invis-
ible and unrecognised. but of course, the greater vis-
ibility of certain victims and existence of more services 
for them does not mean that their needs are met 
adequately. the number of victim support services is 
still insufficient and the capacities of existing services 
are very low.  also, in spite of significant enhance-
ments in legislation, the protection of victims is still 
unsatisfactory when it comes to the implementation of 
laws and other practical solutions. apart from the lack 
of clear and comprehensive legal conception about 
protection of victims, the lack of mechanisms for the 
implementation of new provisions in practice remains 
a major obstacle. Monitoring of the implementation 
of new provisions either does not exist, or it is not 
comprehensive and systematic. Moreover, apart from 
the changes of laws and their effective application, 

it is necessary to meet other conditions which would 
guarantee security and protection of victims from 
secondary victimization. This includes special rooms 
for witnesses in courts, victim support services avail-
able to victims/witnesses in most of courts or prosecu-
tor offices, as well as appropriate education of police, 
judges, prosecutors and lawyers.
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FrOm THe sTuDY OF VicTims TO  
VicTims’ assisTaNce 
The first scholarly publication in slovenia on victi-
mology and victimological research, which appeared 
in 1967 stated that this branch of criminology did not 
open a new field of research but expanded one that 
had earlier been known. (Šelih, 1967: 37). Victimol-
ogy was in the beginning (e.g. von Hentig:1948)  
concerned almost exclusively with victims of crime 

as well as with their characteristics and contribution 
to the commission of crime. The first victimologi-
cal research projects carried out in slovenia (Šelih: 
1963; Pečar and Uderman: 1974) followed this 
trend, although with a certain time lag. a change 
in the original orientation of victimology could be 
perceived in the world from the 1970s and this was 
followed also by research projects carried out in 
slovenia.  The new trends found theirs the most 
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distinctive expression in the study on the restitution 
to victims of crimes (Vodopivec, 1977, 1978). 

in a similar vein, at about the same time-period, a 
research project on shop-lifting in self-service stores 
was carried out (Pečar, 1978; Pečar-Maver-Zobec, 
1981). The project   started from the assumption that 
a self-service store was considered a victimologi-
cal entity. although the study dealt with problems 
of perpetrators and their criminal offences, its basic 
interest lay, nevertheless, in particular victimological 
components of this kind of stores, due to which they 
were more likely to be victimised than others. The 
victims and assistance provided to them found, at 
the time, its best expression in the research project 
on child maltreatment—a problem that the society in 
slovenia of that time was hardly aware of, or if it was, 
it tried to keep it silent (Šelih et al., 1985). the cen-
tral theme of this research was the child as a victim.  

later on, two additional research projects were 
carried out dealing with particular kind of victims, 
one dealing with children and one dealing with vio-
lence against people with disabilities. in the first one, 
results of a survey carried out in day care services, 
schools, centres for social work and medical services 
showed that all services in slovenia annually dealt 
with 3.500 cases of child abuse (per appr. 550.000 
persons aged 0 to 19 years of age) (Pavlović, 1997).

the second study on “invisible violence” against 
handicapped children and adults found out that 
these group of persons twice as likely as non-disa-
bled persons to be victims of sexual abuse and other 
violent acts. in addition, within this group, females 
with mental disorders were more likely to be victim-
ised (Zaviršek, 2002).

FrOm THe VicTimisaTiON OF iNDiViD-
uaL grOuPs TO THe sTrucTuraL Vic-
TimisaTiON
The first traces of structural victimisation could be 
perceived in those research projects dealing with 
child maltreatment in which considerations went be-
yond the limits of individual cases of domestic child 
abuse. They highlighted the problem of institutional 
abuse in such institutions as kindergartens, schools, 
hospitals and various institutions for children and 
adolescents (Šelih et al., 1985; kos, 1988).

VicTimOLOgY aND crime PreVeNTiON
slovenian victimological research has emphasized 
from the very beginning the significance of research 

results for the prevention of crime. The first studies 
provided rather general findings and recommenda-
tions, the impact of which cannot be measured or 
practically evaluated. it is, nevertheless, possible to 
claim that the results of at least two studies had an 
impact on preventive activity: the studies on self-ser-
vice stores. These did make their way into practice 
and were applied in the planning and managing of 
these kinds of stores.

The adaptation of the recommendations on 
self-service stores was mostly driven by commercial 
interest. other studies, like the one on the maltreat-
ment of children—though it clearly shaped the public 
perception of violence against children—impacted 
only on the activities of private initiatives of victim 
support (like that of individual nGos), and did not 
lead to the conception of comprehensive govern-
ment policies in the field. this was, probably, due to 
the fact that victimology had up until then been con-
fined to the academic realm – in slovenia, it never 
turned into victim advocacy. In order to open such a 
taboo theme, however, as violence against children 
in the family and in other social environments, it was 
necessary to first raise awareness of professional and 
later on of the general public for these issues.

crime aND VicTimisaTiON surVeYs
 The first research project on the dark number of 
crime—a forerunner on victimisation surveys—was 
carried out in slovenia in 1981. The study on hid-
den crime investigated the unrecorded conventional 
property crime on the area of the municipality of 
ljubljana (Pečar, 1981, 1982). the first victimisation 
survey as a part of the international study was carried 
out eleven years after the first survey in 1992. This 
study had applied a very similar methodology as the 
international victimisation survey (iCVs). in 1997, 
the 1992 project was replicated as part of this inter-
national scheme. after 1997 the ICvs was taken over 
into the regular statistical program. 

THeOreTicaL sTuDies aND geNeraLi-
zaTiONs
It seems that it was necessary to conduct a number 
of empirical studies in order to arrive at theoretical 
conclusions.  The first among those was a research 
project on “Victims, victimisation and victimological 
perspectives” (kanduč, 2002). according to kanduč, 
the most widespread and the most dangerous forms 
of structural victimisation have been overlooked by 
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researchers, e.g., forms interwoven in the routine 
patterns of everyday life, in the working place and 
at home. a similarly critical attitude has also been 
shown by the next research study on victimology 
– dealing with the “cult of the victim” (Petrovec, 
2004).The purpose of the research project was to 
study psychological and sociological mechanisms 
when persons or institutions become victimised.

The last research project to be placed within the 
group projects attempting at theoretical generalisa-
tions dealt with “Women, violence, victimisation and 
the (criminal) law system in the context of crisis of 
post-modern transformation” (kanduč, 2009). the 
study is concerned with the problem of female crime 
from criminological and criminal law perspective and 
addresses the fundamental dilemmas of the “wom-
en’s issue” in the post-modern society. 

cONcLuDiNg remarks
When looking back to the history of victimology in 
slovenia, it becomes clear how the subject devel-
oped and what issues the research concentrated on. 
in the 1960s, it started with the analysis of particular 
kinds of victims and their contribution to the com-
mission of the offence, but later it developed not 
only into a much broader discipline but it also under-
went a significant transformation: it largely became 
occupied with an interest in developing various insti-
tutions of victim support. It also became more and 
more interested in the structural causes of victimisa-
tion as its focus moved from individual victims to 
the social context of the victimization process. only 
after all these developments did it arrive at theoreti-
cal considerations.   as to its practical application, 
the impact of victimological research is mostly felt 
in the ways the criminal justice system deals with 
minor crime—different forms of procedures divert-
ing less important offences (and offenders) from 
criminal justice system were introduced on the basis 
of some victimological research projects. and finally, 
victimology certainly contributed to developing new 
forms of help and support to different categories of 
victims, especially to those particularly vulnerable: 
children and women. 
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cOrrecTiON
In the printed copy of the article An Examination of International or Comparative Studies Under the Aegis of the 
ESC by alida Merlo and bitna kim (issue 3/2011), regrettably, some mistakes found their way into the final,  
published versions of the tables, for which we would like to apologize. Hereby we publish the corrected tables. 
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